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Description: 

Microrhabdulinus tortus STOVER, 1966 
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FIGs. 17, 18a-c - Microrhabdulinus tortus SToVER, n. sp. x 2500 ca. 17, para
type, USNM 41563, sample 13, phase contrast. 18, holotype, USNM 41562, 

sample 6; a, bright field; b, phase contrast; c, x-nicols. 
FIG. 28 - Microrhabdulinus tortus, STOVER. Side and end views. The drawing 
is based primarily on the appearance of the microfossil under crossed nicols and 
with a Quartz Red I accessory plate. The drawing represents a composite 
of morphologic features observed on several well-preserved specimens of the 

species . 

Rod-shaped microfossils that are circular in cross section, and have slender axial canals or 
openings that may be closed at one end. The rods do not taper and their sides are parallel. 
The wall is thick and composed of spirally arranged rows of calcareous particles aligned approxi
mately 45° to the long axis of the rods. Between crossed nicols, the spirals are clearest 
when specimens are oriented parallel to either of the vibration planes. Diameter 3.5-4.0 fL, 
length 7-28 fL· 

Remarks: 

Comparison: Microrhabdulinus tortus differs from Microrhabdulus helicoideus DEFLANDRE by 
having 1) a rectangular rather than a fusiform outline, 2) the spirals more inclined with respect 
to the long dimension of the specimens, and 3) a thicker wall and, consequently, a narrower 
axial opening. 

FARINACCI 1970 - 111/191 



Type level: 

Coniacian. 

Occurrence; upper Cenomanian - Coniacian. 

Type locality: 

Le Bois de Molle, between Beauvais and Meru along National Highway 327, France; Coniacian 
(Senonian); chalk (sample 6). Actinocamax plenus beds, Faubourg St. Jacques, just west of 
Joigny, France; Turonian; chalk (sample 13). 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C. Holotype: USNM 41562; paratype: USNM 41563. 

Author: 

Stover L. E., 1966, p. 150; pl. 7, figs . 17, 18a-c; pl. 19, fig. 28. 

Reference: 

Cretaceous coccoliths and associated nannofossils from France and the Netherlands. Micro
paleontology, vol. 12, n° 2, pp. 133-167, pls. 1-9. 
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